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LATE  NEWS 


Cotton  consumption  In  Be lgium  totaling  102,000  bales  (of  500  pounds) 
during  February,  March,  and  April  1953  was  slightly  higher  than  the  99*000 
"bales  consumed  during  the  previous  3  months.    The  August-April  total  of 
29?.,000  bales,  however,  is  13  percent  less  than  the  33^,000  bales  consumed 
during  s  corresponding  period  in  1951-52. 


Potatoes  entering  Mexico  now  require  a  permit  from  the  Mexican 
Ministry  of  Economy.    This  is  interpreted  as  a  measure  aimed  at  keeping 
the  Immediate  congestion  in  the  Mexican  potato  market  from  worsening. 
The  winter  potato  crop  was  large  and  since  storage  is  lacking  the 
market  is  now  flooded  and  prices  are  low. 

United  States  exports  of  potatoes  to  Mexico  undoubtedly  will  be 
reduced.    Although  the  quantity  has  not  been  large  -  little  less  than 
half  million  bushels  annually  in  recent  years*    The  trend  has  been 
rapidly  upward  from  less  than  50,000  bushels  annually  before  the  War. 


A  trade  agreement  between  Syria  and  Japan,  concluded  on  June  8, 
1953,  provides  for  reciprocal  "generous"  treatment  to  all  goods  traded, 
reductions  in  tariffs  on  specified  items,  and  a  commitment  on  -the  part 
of  the  Japanese  Government  to  authorize  the  necessary  import  licenses 
and  foreign  exchange  for  importation  of  at  least  23,000  bales  of  Syrian 
cotton  annually  beginning  in  1953*    The  agreement  is  renewable  automatically 
each  year  until  or  unless  revoked  in  writing  at  least  3  months  prior  to 
the  date  of  expiration.  _ 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 
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ARGENTINE  GRAIN  EXPORTS  RUKNlNG 
WIDER  EXPECTED  LEVELS  ■ 

While  Argentina's  wheat,  rye,  oats,  barley  and  corn  crop  this  year 
should,  permit  exports  at  a  rate  much  higher  than  that  of  any  of  the  past 
several  seasons,  actual  shipments  thus  far  have  not  made  much  dent  in  the 
country's  estimated  t-ar portable  availabilities.    Although  the  current 
season' s  exports  of  what  and  barley  at  the  end  of  May  have  been  running 
substantially  higher  than  a  year  ago,  those  of  rye,  oats  and  corn  continue 
to  run  considerably  lower. 

Actual  exports  during  the  first  6- months  (December-May)  of  Argentina's 
1952-53  marketing  season  for  small  grains  compared  with  estimated  exportable 
availabilities  shown  in  parenthesis  were  as  follows:    wheat  51i*,°00 
(3,900,000)  long  tons;  rye  23,000  (300,  COO)  tons;  barley  169,000  (500,000) 
tons  and  oats  1*6,000  (1*00,000)  tons.    Exports  of  corn  during  the  first  2 
months  (April-May)  of  the  1953-5,+  marketing  season  for  that  grain  amounted 
to  only  52, C00  tons  compared  with  an  estimated  exportable  surplus  of 
1,300,000  tons. 

Argentine  Grain  Exports  During  Stated  Periods 


Month 

[  Wheat 

;  Rye 

'  Corn 

\  Oats 

[Barley 

;  Total 

:  Long 

:  Long 

:  Long 

:  Long 

:  Long 

:  Long 

:  tons 

:  tons 

:  tons 

:  tons 

:  tons 

:  tons 

1951-52 

\  135,567 

December  

:  1*0,737 

:  16,856 

:  1*2,792 

:22, 327 

:  12,355 

January  

:  3^,075 

:  21*,  157 

:  101*,  906 

:  7,608 

:  1*0,778 

:  211,521* 

February.  

:  19,71U 

;  29,175 

:  69,1*26 

:  20, 911* 

:  33,873 

:  173,102 

March  

;  I,kl6 

:  35,328 

:  25,831 

:  6,1*71 

:  9,872 

:  79,V78 

April  

:  2,21+9 

:  15,671 

:  53,380 

:  955 

:  17,893 

;     90, 11*8 

May  

■  3,ffi 

81 

:  51,073 

567 

:      5**,  383 

6-montbs  total  ; 

101,1*18 

121,763 

;  31*7,1*08: 

.53,275 

115,838- 

:    Ihk, 707 

J  une, ...... 

!*,72l* 

:  29>302: 

;     3l*,  026 

July  

13,902; 

1,772! 

;  15,671* 

August  : 

56,905: 

2,1*60; 

;     59, 365 

September . ,  j 

■  88,950: 

.  08,950 

October  : 

211*: 

30,166: 

2,881+! 

33,261* 

November  ,  : 

1,1*81* 

26,609: 

10,310: 

38^03 

12 -month  Total  < 

101,1*18: 

128, 190 j 

593,21*2: 

65,391: 

126,11*8: 

1,011*,  389 

1952-53  ! 

December. ...»  : 

5,86li 

82, 91*8 1 

6, 59I*: 

95,i*03 

J  anuary  : 

2U,665: 

31*,  092: 

20,332: 

129,089 

February  : 

5l+,  292: 

6,235! 

61,  111*: 

2,657i 

21,  33^: 

11+5,632 

March  : 

7l+,686: 

7,3^6: 

2l*,602: 

13,71*1: 

3^,598: 

15^,973 

April  : 

125,367: 

1*,921: 

35, 397: 

20  ,  390: 

23,692: 

209,767 

May  , . : 

229,277: 

l*,l*23: 

16,1*67: 

62,228: 

321,768 

6-months  total.......  ; 

511*,  11*6: 

22,925: 

30I*,  620: 

1*6,161: 

168,778: 

1,056,632 
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Of  the  53.4,000  tons  of  wheat  exported  during  the  first  6  months 
(December -May)  of  the  1952-53  season,  India  took  192,000  tons,  Brazil 
167,000  tons,  Italy  130,000  tons,  and  Paraguay  most  of  the  balance. 
Most  of  the  barley  exports  during  those  months  went  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  most  of  the  oats  to  Switzerland,  Belgium  and  Italy,  and  most 
of  the  rye  to  Norway  and  France.    Of  the  52,000  tons  of  corn  exported 
during  the  first  2  months  (April-May)  of  the  1953-5^  marketing  season, 
the  bulk  went  to  Belgium,  the  United  Kingdom  and  Italy. 
--By  Leo  J.  Schaben,  based  in  part  upon  U.  S.  Foreign  Service  reports. 

DANISH  HOG  NUMBERS 
SHOW  BIG  INCREASE 

Official  returns  from  the  May  census  of  hogs  in  Denmark  bear  out 
earlier  indications  of  increase.    Total  hog  numbers  are  up  about  24  per 
cent  over  May  1952,  bred  sows  are  up  10  percent  and  pigs  and  slaughter 
hogs  are  up  67  percent  over  a  year  earlier,  giving  promise  of  plentiful 
supplies  of  pork  and  pork  products  for  domestic  use  and  for  export. 
Plentiful  feed  supplies  and  a  favorable  outlook  for  marketing  brought 
about  the  increase . 


Denmark:    Hog  numbers  on  May  30,  1953  with  comparison 


Sows 

Suck- 

Pigs and 

•  Total  l/ 

Date 

:  Bred  : 

Total 

ling  : 

slaughter 

.pigs 

hogr. 

,1,000 

:  1,000  - 

•1,000 

1,000 

:  1,000 

:head 

:  head 

'head 

head 

:  head 

February  23,  1952 

.  224 

:  359 

:  817' 

2,131 

:  3,319 

April  %  1952 

:  277 

:  336 

:  663 

2,175  ' 

3,237 

May  24,  1952 

:  297 

413 

:  7*5 

2, 134 

:  3,355 

February  21,  1953 

:  277 

;  425 

:  945: 

2,553 

:  3,942 

April  11,  1953 

:  319 

:  454 

:  915 

2,609 

:  3,992 

May  30,  1953 

:  323 

:  483 

1,043: 

3,647 

:  4,144 

TJ Includes  boars. 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 


AUSTRALIA'S  GRAIN  SEEDING  HAMPERED 
BY  DRYNESS  IN  SOME  AREAS 

Australia  reports  that  soil  moisture  has  been  adequate  for  the 
seeding  and  germination  of  small  grain  crops  in  Queensland,  Western 
Australia  and  northern  parts  of  New  South  Wales.    In  South  Australia, 
Victoria,  and  southwestern  New  South  Wales,  however,  rains  were 
urgently  needed  to  permit  completion  of  seeding,  at  latest  report. 
On  the  basis  of  conditions  at  that  time,  an  increase  of  about  15  per- 
cent over  last  year's  wheat  acreage,  a  20  percent  gain  in  barley 
acreage,  and  a  somewhat  smaller  oats  acreage  were  expected. 
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The  outlook  for  a  wheat  acreage  "between  11.5  and  12  million  acres 
indicates  a  somevhat  larger  acreage  than  that  of  the  past  2  years  though 
still  well  below  average.    Reports  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture  of 
the  various  States  are  as  follows:    New  South  Wales-  The  outlook  for  the 
northern  area  is  especially  favorable  and  a  "bountiful  season  appears 
assured  there.    Moisture  reserves  are  abundant  and  will  carry  the  crop 
for  some  months.    Little  more  than 'a  good  finishing  rain  in  the  spring 
is  needed  to  assure  good  crops  in  that  area,  ' 

In  the  central  district  conditions  vary  from  very  good  in  the  north 
to  dry  in  the  south,  where  rain  was  urgently  needed  in  early  June.  The 
southern  part  of  the  State  reported  favorable  prospects  except  in  some 
western  districts  where  3oil  moisture -was  inadequate ' for  satisfactory 
gemination.    A  big  acreage  increase  was  planned  for  the  Piverina  area, 
where  the  area  seeded  last  season  was  considerably  reduced. 

•  Victoria -Dry  weather  over  the  principal  grain  areas  of  the  State 
during  the  first  half  of  May  limited  activity  to  dry  sowing  of  cats  in 
stubble.    Good  rainfall  during  the  third  week  of  May  in 'southern  and 
northeastern  districts  enabled  seeding  to  take  place.    The  main 'wheat 
area  of  the  State,  however,  had  only  .slight  rainfall  and  seeding 'began 
in  some 'parts  but  under  dry  conditions*.  .Most  of  this  -seeding  Was  done 
without  prior  cultivation  of  fallow,  laud,  as  a  result  of  the  'lateness 
and  scarcity  of  rainfall.  *   •  •  .    •  •  • 

The  Mallee  district  .urgently  needed  rain,  -  at  latest  report,  as  June 
is  late  for  seeding  in  "the.  extreme,  northwest  of  the  State.  '  The' position 
of  the'  Wimmera  district  is.  not  so  critical- as  June  and  July  are  normal 
seeding  months  there,    .'  canty  rains  received  there- in*  May  Were  barely 
'adequate' for  cultivation,-  of  fallow  land,  and  good,  3 caking  rains  were' 
required  to  provide  satisfactory  conditions  for  seeding.' 

South  Australia -In  s>.me  districts  wheat  had  be  en 'sown 'in  early 'June, 
but  seeding  was . done  under, risky  conditions. •  Satisfactory  germination 
requires  at  least  three-fourths  of  an  inch  of  rain  before  seeding.  In 
the  Lower  North  and  the  Yor.ke  Peninsula  a  start  was  -iiiude  with  'grain 
seeding  in  most  districts,  .foil owing  .-the  light  -rains  received  "during  the 
third  week  of  May.    Small  areas  of  wheat  load  been  sown  but  dry  weather 
had  delayed  seeding  of  that  grain  especially  in  the  lighter  rainfall  . 
areas  where  the  growing  period  was  becoming  too . short.-  and,  at'- 'best,  only  ' 
average  yields  were  expected,    over  most  of  the  Lower  North  and  Yorke 
Peninsula,  however,  there  is  still  time  for  really  good  crops  to.  be 
grown  if  rains  are  adequate. 

Reports  covering  conditions  in.  Western  Australia,  one  of  the.  it- 
principal  grain  producing  States,  are  not  available.    This  State 
normally  accounts  for  about  2^  percent  of  the  Commonwealth's  total  wheat 
area. 
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BRAZIL'S  CARNAUBA  WAX  EXPORTS 
IN  1952  DOWN  3Y  ONE -FOURTH 

Brazil's  carnauba  wax  exports  in  1952  totaled  7,932  short  tons,  a  decrease 
of  one -fourth  from  1951  shipments,  according  to  information  available  to  the 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    As  in  previous  years,  the  "bulk  of  last  year's 
exports,  or  5,878  tons,  went  to  the  United  States,  and  most  of  the  remaining 
quantity  to  European  countries. 

BFAZIL:    Exports  of  carnauba  wax  "by  principal 
countries  of  destination,  annual  1949-1952 


(Short  tons) 


\j  oun  ox  y  01 
destination 

;  19^9 

• 

;  1950 

1951 

;  1952 

14.1 

8.  (• 

— 

1  186.7: 

247.7, 

:  197.0 

:  244.5 

:  265.2 

:  20.3 

\  238.4 

:  11.2 

Phi  1  0 

44.8: 

13.9 

:  xuo.o 

:  204.1, 

217.7 

:  178.1 

114.6. 

:  115.8 

:  1,413.6: 

1,290.9 

:  628.8 

2.0: 

16.8: 

:  1.0 

Italy  

:  32.1: 

66.8: 

!  24.5 

!  15.8: 

5.7 

  :  12.2 

:  5.1: 

26.4: 

26. 0: 

:      100. 0 

:  110.0: 

•  124.9: 

:  539.1 

805.6: 

50.9: 

1.1 

Union  of  South  Africa  

 :  283.5. 

:  38.7: 

179.2: 

81.2 

-10,589.9: 

7,836.1: 

:  5,878.4 

:  1.0: 

0.7: 

12.7 

90.2: 

87.7: 

:  41.7 

Total  

 :12, 246. 0:14, 063. 0:10, 559.0: 

7,932.0 

Service  de  Estatistica  .ticonomica  e  Financeira,  Ministerio  da  Fazenda. 


Production  of  camauba  wax  in  Brazil  from  1952-53  frond  cuttings  has  been 
estimated  at  12,900  tons  against  12,300  tons  in  1951-52.    As  of  mid-April  1953, 
total  stocks  of  carnauba  wax  was  estimated  roughly  at  5,500  tons,  the  greater 
part  being  held  by  the  Banco  do  Brazil. 

(See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  of  June  1,  1953,  page  494.) 
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CANADIAN  FLAXSEED 
SUPPLY  LARGE 

The  visible  supply  of  Canadian  flaxseed  as  of  mid-May  1953  amounted  to 
3.0  million  bushels,  according  to  the  Dominion  Bureau  of!  Statistics.  This 
compares  with  2.8  million  buahsla  on  the  same  date  in  1952  5-nd  l.h  million 
in  1951. 

Stocks  on  farms  in  the  Prairie  Provinces  on  March  31,  1953,  vere  re- 
ported at  5-9  million  bushel^,  exceeding  the  10-year  (19^3-1952)  average  by 
85  percent.    Farm -held  stocks  at  the  end  of  March  included  quantities  to  be 
used  as  seed  for  the  1953  crop  as  well  as  quantities  required  for  livestock 
and  poultry  feeding  during  the  remainder  of  the  crop  year,  leaving  the 
balance  to  be  divided  between  deliveries  and  July  31  carry -over  stocks. 

As  of  April  30,  farmers  intended  to  seed  1,056,100  acres  to  flaxseed 
or  87.5  percent  of  the  1,206,50'   acres  seeded  in  1952.    Decreases  ranging 
from  2  percent  in  British  Columbia  to  15  percent  in  Manitoba,  are  indicated 
in  all  flax -producing  provinces.    The  decrease  in  Manitoba  accounts  for 
89,000  acres  out  of  the  total  indicated  decrease  of  150,000  from  1952. 

Current  crop  year  exports  for  the  August -April  period  totaled  3-5. 
million  bushels  compared  with  1,6  million  in  the  comparable  period  of  1951- 
52.    Belgium  was  the  principal  market  taking  some  2<k  million  bushels. 
France,  Norway,  Japan,  Switzerland  and  the  United  Kingdom  accounted  for  the 
remainder.    In  addition  1.7  million  imperial  gallons  (7,669  short  tens). of 
linseed  oil  were  exported  during  the  first  9  months  of  the  current  crop  year. 
Linseed  oil  shipments  were  sent  to  numerous  foreign  markets  with  the  Union 
of  South  Africa,  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Netherlands  ;.md  Cuba  the  major 
buyers. 

The  Winnipeg  Grain  Exchange  monthly  average  cash  price  for  No.  1  C.W. 
flaxseed,  basis  in  store  Fort  William-Port  Arthur,  was  reported  at  $3-12 
per  bushel  in  April  compared  with  $3.20  in  March  and  $3.09  in  February. 

0ITICICA  PRODUCTION  EJ  CEARA,  BRAZIL, 
ABOVE  EARLIER  EXPECTATIONS 

The  1953  oiticica  harvest  in  the  state  of  Ceara/  Brazil,  which 
was  still  being  gathered  as  of  m id -June  ,  is  estimated  at  13,700  short 
tons,  according  to  the  American  Consulate,  Fortaleza.    As  the  summer 
of  1952  was  one  of  the  driest  in  the  past  50  years,  the  outturn  was 
not  expected  to  exceed  13,000  tons.    The  considerable  increase,  hew- 
ever,  resulted  from  the  delay  in  the  beginning  of  the  rainy  season 
which  permitted  the  ground  to  remain  dry  and  prevented  the  seeds  from 
being  washed  avay  by  river  floods.    Even  so,  the  crop  is  far  below  the 
average  of  27,500  tons.    Ceara  is  the  major  oiticica  producing  state  in 
Brazil,  accounting  for  roughly  one -third  to  one -half  of  the  total  out- 
put.   Oiticica  trees  blossom  in  July  and  harvesting  does  not  begin  be- 
fore December.    Thus  no  estimate  of  the  new  crop  can  be  made  before 
September . 
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It  i3  too  early  to  estimate  the  castor  crop.    However,  crop  prospects 
in  general  for  the  State  of  Ceara  are  not  encouraging  "because  of  scanty 
and  untimely  rainfall  during  the  so-called  rainy  season.  Cottonseed 
production  is  estimated  at  1*5,000  to  50,000  tons  compared  vith  over  80, 000 
in  1952,    The  carnauba  tree  is  not  affected  "by  drought.    Consequently  the 
1953  crop  is  expected  to  equal  the  4,400  tons  produced  in  1952.  Total 
Brazilian  production  has  "been  estimated  at  around  12,000  tons. 

IXJYPT  EFFORTS  NEAE- 
FEC0KD  WEE/IT  CM)P 

Egypt's  wheat  production  in  1953  is  officially  estimated  at  52,5 
million  bushela  according  to  an  announcement  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
This  is  about  30  percent  above  the  1952  harvest  and  is  the  largest  outturn 
for  that  country  since  1939.    A  crop  of  the  size  reported  has  been  exceeded 
only  twice  in  the  history  of  Egypt's  wheat  production.    The  official 
estimate  is  larger  than  had  been  expected  earlier  in  the  season.  (Sec 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  May  15,  1953.) 

The  increase  over  the  1952  production  is  due  to  a  substantial  increase 
in  the  wheat  acreage  and  a  slight  increase  in  per -acre  yields.    The  acreage 
for  the  current  crop  is  placed  at  1,856,000  aore3.    Producers*  wheat  needs 
for  food  and  seed  are  placed  at  26,2  million  bushels,  leaving  a  surplus 
of  26.3  million  bushels  for  total  marketings,  Of  that  quantity,  19,3 

million  bushels  are  needed  to  meet  the  Government ' 3  1953  requisition, 
leaving  about  7  million  bushels  for  the  free  market. 

The  Government  is  supporting  the  free  market  price  by  offering  to  buy 
Bind!  type  wheat  at  the  equivalent  of  $2,35  per  bushel  and  Baladi  at  $2,25 
per  bushel.    This  is  about  10  percent  below  the  Government's  requisition 
prices  for  those  2  varieties, 

U.  S.  FATS  AND  OILS 
TRADE  POSITION 

united  States  exports  of  all  fats,  oils,  and  oilseeds  during  1950-52( 
averaged  2,2  billion  pounds,  oil  equivalent,  or  over  four  timeB  the  1939-41 
average  of  0.5  billion  pounds.    Imports  averaged  slightly  less  than  1,2 
billion  pounds  during  1950-52,  or  roughly  one -third  the  1939-^1  average  of 
1.8  billion.    Thus,  the  trade  position  of  the  United  States  changed  from, 
that  of  a  net  Importer  by  almost  1.3  billion  pounds  during  the  1939-^1 
period  to  that  of  a  net  exporter  by  almost  1.1  billion  pounds  during 
1950-52. 
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UNITED  STATES:    Fats  and  oils  imports  and  exports  (oil  equivalent), 

avers 38 a  1939 and  1950-52 
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l/  Crude  and  refined  oil  in  terms  of  crude. 


Tallow  and  greases  accounted  for  28  percent  of  the  average  total  fat 
exports  the  past  3  years  in  contrast  to  only  2  percent  in  the  3  year  period 
immediately  preceding  World  War  II.    While  lard  exports  were  double  the 
prewar  tonnage  they  represented  only  27  percent  of  the  total  exports 
compared  with  55  percent  prewar.    Soybeans  and  oil  exports  were  10  times 
the  average  shipments  of  1939-41  and  represented  one -fourth  the  total 
against  only  one -tenth  in  the  earlier  period.    Numerous  other  fat  and  oil 
commodities,  including  sizable  quantities  of  cottonseed  and  oil,  coconut 
oil,  and  fish  oils,  mode  up  one -fifth  of  the  total  exports  in  recent  years 
and  one -third  of  the  total  during  1939-41. 

Copra  and  coconut  oil,  oil  basis,  have  throughout  the  years  represented 
the  major  import  item  both  tonnage -and  percentage -wise,  accounting  for 
over  one -half  the  total  imports  in  the  past  3  years  compared  with  39  par- 
cent  prewar.    Castor  bean  and  oil  imports  increased  by  38  percent,  rep- 
resenting lk  percent  of  all  fats  and  oils  imported  against  only  6  percent 
of  the  prewar  total.    In  contrast  palm  oil  purchases  represented  only  one  - 
fourth  and  tnng  oil  three -fourths  of  the  1939-41  tonnage. 
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Olive  oil  imports  averaged  about  the  same  tonnage  in  the  2  periods, 
accounting  for  around  5  percont  of  the  total.    Other  fats  and  oils 
commodities,  including  whale  oil,  fish  oils,  rapeseed  and  oil,  sesame  seed 
and  oil,  to  mention  only  a  few  of  the  numerous  import  items,  made  up  32 
percent  of  the  prewar  and  15  percent  of  the  1950-52  average  imports. 


LATE     HE W S 
(Continued  from  Page  l) 

Cotton  mill  consumption  in  Franco,  amounting  to  870,000  hales 
(of  500  pounds' gross)  during  August -April  1952-53,  is  13  percent  less 
than  the  998,000  hales  consumed  during  a  similar  period' in  1951-52. 
The  9-month  (1952-53)  import  total  of  902,000  hales  included  315,000 
from  the  United  States,  219,000  from  Egypt,  123,000  from  French  Colonies, 
123,000  from  the  Hear  East  (Turkey,  Syria,  Iran,  arid  Uganda),  75,000 
from  India  and  Pakistan,  and  28,000  from  Peru  and  Paraguay,    Stocks  on 
hand  July  31,  1953,  are  expected  to  he  nearly  equal  to  the  304,000  hales 
reported  for  April  30,  1953,  and  somewhat  larger  than  the  exceptionally 
low  stock  of  265,000  hale3  on  July  31,  1952. 


